______THE BLITZKRIEG HITS LONDON______
purpose, on December 8, long-range bombers took
off from aerodromes in Germany which had not
been visited by our aircraft on the night of December
63 as well as from the air bases normally used for the
raids on this country so far as the latter had not been
put temporarily out of action.
Another heavy attack was made on London in the
night of Sunday, December 29. It was directed
mainly against the square mile of the City proper
and was notable for the enormous number of in-
cendiary bombs dropped. Many fires were started
and a number of famous and historic buildings, in-
cluding the Guildhall and eight Wren churches,
were destroyed or damaged. The loss of life was not,
however, as heavy as in some of the earlier raids,
and although a number of our towns suffered sev-
erely in December, notably Southampton, Bristol,
Portsmouth, Birmingham, Sheffield, Liverpool and
Manchester, the casualty list for the month was less
than in November. During December 3793 civilians
were killed and 5044 injured and detained in hos-
pital, as compared with the November figures of
4588 and 6202 respectively.
London's Nerve Unshaken
The buildings of London, as of others of our cities,
have been shattered and no doubt will be shattered
again, but the resolution and courage of the citizens
remain unshaken and unbreakable. That has been
-the heartening lesson of the Battle of Britain in so far
as it has been waged against the great centres of
population. The German resort to Schrecklichkeit has